THE  LOW-DOWN  ON  MANCHURIA	qc
One of the first things I want to take up with Hirota is the un-
fortunate and irritating publicity which attends our calls at the
Gaimusho, as the Japanese Foreign Office is called. The other day I
wanted to discuss a purely routine matter, the question of a Standard
Oil tank near Kobe which, after a lot of expense in its construction,
carried out with a definite permit from the Government, could
not be used on account of the alleged and absurd fears of the in-
habitants of the village of the danger of fire. I had taken the case
up with Arita last spring but without results. However, knowing
the undesirable publicity which would attend a visit on my part
to the Foreign Office, I asked Neville to go and see Shigemitsu.
An hour later Mchi Nichi came out with a definite statement, under
Neville's picture, that he had started negotiations with Shigemitsu
for putting a stop to the race in naval armaments between the two
countries. Not a word was said by the Foreign Office in denial.
Byas, Babb, Vaughn, Fleisher, and others called up in turn to find
out if the report were true before cabling it to America, but of course
they all dropped it promptly on hearing our reply. That sort of
thing is positively disgusting, but it has gone on consistently
throughout Uchida's regime without any apparent effort on his
part to stop it.
A really amusing point about the matter is that in Neville's talk
with Shigemitsu the latter brought up this very matter of publicity
on his own initiative and inveighed against the irresponsibility of
the Japanese press ; an hour later this ridiculous canard was out.
Of course, it may conceivably be a heavy-footed method of floating
a ballon d'essai. Perhaps Hirota will be the man to stop it and make
it possible for me to go to the Foreign Office without apprehension
as to the results, but, on the other hand, he may find himself as
impotent as his predecessor.
THE LOW-DOWN ON MANCHURIA
The following interesting statement was recently written in con-
fidence by an American newspaper man, whom I know. He mentions
a Japanese business man whom he got to know in Tokyo and quotes
this Japanese as " opening up " one night as follows :
I am going to tell you the real truth about Manchuria. It was
a War College plan of long standing ; but with no immediate
prospects of fulfilment. The Chinese in Manchuria exasperated
the Army beyond endurance. They suddenly went off half-
cocked and decided to punish them. The Army expected re-
sistance, but got none. The Chinese ran away. We chased them
all over Manchuria. In the course of the chase we felt something
heavy on one of our feet. We looked down to see ^ what
was sticking to our shoe. To our amazement, we found it was
Manchuria.

